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Dear Friends,

Christ is risen, alleluia! At the end of a long year of 

COVID-19 protocols and an even longer absence of our 

newsletter, we are blessed to share this new issue of 

The Companion. We are eager to reconnect with all of 

you and extend our blessings and prayers to those who 

sustain us with theirs.

As so many have said, the past year has been uniquely 

challenging. It is not easy to live in community while 

maintaining physical distance—as Companions or as 

parish priests. It is not easy to share an incarnational 

faith or to communicate God’s love and mercy through 

the sacraments without getting up close and personal 

with those to whom we minister. Faced with these 

daily challenges and a lot of uncertainty, I find myself 

reflecting again and again on Pope Francis’s words 

from Patris Corde, his apostolic letter on the 150th 

anniversary of the proclamation of St. Joseph as patron 

of the universal Church. In this letter, the Holy Father 

describes St. Joseph as a “creatively courageous father” 

and invites our reflection on what this means in our 

own circumstances:

[Creative courage] emerges especially in the way we 

deal with difficulties. In the face of difficulty, we can 

either give up and walk away, or somehow engage 

with it. At times, difficulties bring out resources we did  

not even think we had. – Pope Francis, Patris Corde, 5.

Creative courage shows itself in our brother priests 

serving with the archdiocesan Anointing Corps 

ministering to those critically ill from COVID, in drive-

through confessions and outdoor Masses during 

snowstorms, and in mobile Eucharistic processions 

enabling parishioners to adore Jesus in the community 

when they could not gather together around the altar. 

MOVING FORWARD IN HOPE

Creative courage has enabled us to move forward in 

hope, even when we have felt isolated from the people 

we serve and from each other, knowing that “all things 

work for good for those who love God, who are called 

according to his purpose” (Romans 8:28).

Finally, I want to share how grateful I feel to be a part 

of the Companions of Christ and how humbled to be 

entrusted with the role of moderator. I want to thank 

our four previous moderators—Fr. Kevin Finnegan, Fr. 

Jeff Huard, Fr. Jon Vander Ploeg, and Fr. Tony O’Neill—

who modelled the role so well.  With God’s grace, we 

will continue to win souls in this world and the next.

Peace in Christ,

Fr. Peter Williams

Moderator

Companions of Christ

IN PICTURES
On the cover and 
pictured here, Fr. Peter 
Richards led a mobile 
Eucharistic Procession 
through St. Michael 
and Albertville in April 
2020, with stops at 
St. Michael and St. 
Albert churches, area 
parks, and senior 
living facilities so 
people could pray and 
adore Jesus.
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PANDEMIC PRIESTHOOD
Newly ordained Fr. Nathan Hastings shares the 
challenges of serving the faithful during COVID
In the parade of new experiences for a first-

year priest, COVID-19 has added a few. For 

Fr. Nathan Hastings, who was ordained last 

spring, these challenges included adapting 

rites and liturgies to the realities of worship 

during a pandemic.

“The first year of priesthood can be crazy 

for anyone,” Fr. Hastings says. “Add COVID 

to the mix and clearly, it’s not going to be 

normal. A lot of what we were just taught in 

seminary needed to be adapted—for 

example, I still have not done a funeral 

liturgy the way we practiced.”

He also had to learn quickly how to preach 

to a camera in an empty church and to pray 

the Sunday Mass in 58 minutes for a regular TV broadcast. Assigned as 

the parochial vicar for Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church in Edina and 

chaplain for Chesterton Academy in Hopkins, early on he struggled to 

get to know parishioners and students as well as he hoped. 

Meanwhile, his connections with friends and family changed in an 

instant. “Being ordained is the most radical transformation a man can 

undergo,” he says. “Every relationship changes—even to my parents, I’m 

Father. Like it or not, I’m the priest in the family.” 

Despite the challenges, Fr. Hastings has found these first months of 

priesthood incredibly joyful. He grew up in a Catholic family with four 

older siblings, first at St. Michael parish 

in Stillwater, then at St. Joseph in West St. 

Paul. His vocation, he says, is rooted in 

his family’s connections to the 

charismatic Community of Christ the 

Redeemer and the Companions of Christ, 

which exposed him to holy priests and 

families; nine months as a National 

Evangelization Teams (NET) missionary, 

which ignited a love of evangelization; 

and his experience at the University of 

Minnesota while staying in a Saint Paul’s 

Outreach (SPO) men’s house, living, 

praying, and studying the faith in 

community.

“The desire to evangelize continued 

growing even more,” he says. “Finally I 

was working at a marketing job, just 

trying to make money…it was so 

unsatisfying, and I kept thinking, ‘When 

I see the Lord face-to-face, what will I tell 

Him that I did for Him while I was here?’”

Ultimately Fr. Hastings transferred to 

Saint John Vianney College Seminary at 

the University of St. Thomas. His college 

coursework enabled him to finish minor 

seminary early; providentially, he was 

invited to live with two Companions, Fr. 

Kevin Finnegan and Fr. Marc Paveglio, at 

his future parish, Our Lady of Grace.

“For seven months I was blessed to 

experience firsthand the brotherhood and 

support of living in community with other 

priests,” he says. “That’s where my call to 

join the Companions solidified.”

His first assignment, to Our Lady of Grace 

alongside Fr. Finnegan, has also proven 

to be a great blessing.

“These first months have been like 

Peter walking on the water: I try to keep 

my eyes fixed on Jesus and not on the 

waves,” Fr. Hastings says. “Fr. Kevin 

continues loving and supporting me as I 

learn and grow in my vocation. Through it 

all, I have experienced incredible grace.”

Fr. Nathan Hastings anoints a parishioner in her car during 
the coronavirus pandemic. Fr. Hastings was ordained a priest 
in the Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis in May 2020.

Fr. Nathan Hastings
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CHANGING OF THE GUARD
One Companion steps down, another steps up as rector at SJV
Fr. Michael Becker met 30-year-old 

Jonathan Kelly in 2005, on a five-day 

retreat in Croatia. Despite a burgeoning 

career in finance, Kelly was restless and 

spiritually hungry—so when he heard 

God’s call to a different life, he answered. 

Six weeks after returning from Europe, he 

left his job in New Jersey and, later that 

year, moved into the rectory in St. 

Michael, Minnesota, where Fr. Becker 

was pastor. That summer spent in 

community with four priests and a 

deacon was fruitful, and in the fall, he 

joined Saint Paul Seminary.

Sixteen years later, the former 

housemates and fellow Companions of 

Christ are workers in the same vineyard: 

Fr. Becker has been the rector at Saint 

John Vianney College Seminary (SJV) for 

more than a decade; Fr. Kelly was 

ordained in 2011 and joined SJV as a 

full-time formator in 2014. When Fr. 

Becker steps down from his leadership 

post this summer, Archbishop Bernard 

Hebda has named Fr. Kelly his successor.

Each brings his own gifts to bear on the 

role of rector, but with the same goal: 

forming courageous men of God, Catholic 

priests, and saints.

THE ANCHOR
Asked to reflect on his mentor’s presence 

and impact at the seminary, Fr. Kelly 

speaks thoughtfully: “Fr. Becker is deeply 

beloved by the seminarians for his 

lightness of heart and freedom, but also 

for the gravitas of his presence, which 

anchors the seminary and provides 

security to the men.”

Fr. Becker makes no bones about his 

primary goal for the men in his charge at 

SJV: “What I hunger for is that every man 

who comes here might be a saint. I’m 

very proud of them—they come with such 

extraordinary skills and abilities, but also 

very real challenges and crosses. 

Hopefully they can find salve here to heal 

their wounds and free them to pursue 

God’s plan.”

During Fr. Becker’s tenure at SJV, the seminary has ordained roughly 

200 priests, but he is proud of the laymen, too, who bring virtue into 

the workplace and are raising holy families. Early on, he says, he would 

grieve the loss of young men who might have made promising priests 

but discerned out of the seminary; now he receives such news with a 

spirit of joyful detachment. 

Regardless of their ultimate vocation, he says, their lives must be 

evangelistic: “I view us as building up a spiritual army. We no longer live 

in a broader culture supportive of Catholic Christian living, so we need 

to go out to people and share the Good News.”

THE GUIDE
Fr. Becker sees strengths in his successor that will benefit the men at SJV 

for years to come.

“Fr. Kelly is a gifted communicator and more of a detail guy than I am,” 

Fr. Jonathan Kelly (above) is taking over as rector of Saint 
John Vianney College Seminary when fellow Companion Fr. 
Michael Becker (right) steps down this summer. Fr. Becker 
supported Fr. Kelly’s vocational discernment 16 years ago.
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he says. “He has the ability to identify 

each man’s strengths and weaknesses 

and provide individual attention and 

guidance to build him up.”

Those abilities should serve SJV well, 

as the population of seminarians has 

changed in recent years.

“God’s call is not limited to the 

stereotypical ‘perfect’ Catholic family,” 

says Fr. Kelly. “We shouldn’t be surprised, 

but we have men from all different 

backgrounds and family situations. That 

wasn’t often the case 10 years ago. My 

hope is that here they are able to find 

each other in a dynamic environment of 

transformation and conversion, with Jesus 

at the center.”

The most immediate challenge is the 

inability to host Vianney Visits during the 

pandemic. The vast majority of college 

seminarians commit after a fruitful visit to 

the campus. During the past year, SJV has 

hosted virtual visits, but is anticipating a 

smaller class in the fall—and, hopefully, a 

backlog of men waiting to experience the 

seminary firsthand.

The overall trend is positive, however: A 

growing number of dioceses, primarily 

across the upper Midwest, send their 

seminarians to SJV, and planning is 

underway to expand the facilities.

“About 35 percent of the men who come 

here are ordained,” Fr. Kelly says. “We 

have an excellent philosophy department, 

and the Catholic Studies department is 

also outstanding for forming a Catholic 

mind and vision. We have great priests as 

formators, which are the bread and butter 

of a seminary. Finally, a University of St. 

Thomas degree is well-respected, which is 

important to parents and to the men who 

are not ordained.”

The influx of new men brings new life to 

SJV each year and should help with the 

transition in leadership.

“The men grow and change so quickly,” 

says Fr. Kelly. “They are only in seminary 

four years, with new men arriving all 

the time. From that standpoint, Fr. 

Becker may only be personally known 

and missed by the men for a few years—

but his presence and impact will be felt 

here for a long time.”

THE CALL
One of the three expressed emphases of the Companions of 

Christ is “Dedication to the new evangelization, including 

catechesis, spiritual renewal, and the fostering of vocations in the 

local Church.” Fr. Becker has been able to live out that dedication 

in a particular way as rector, but says that the Companions have 

been instrumental in how he thinks about encouraging vocations.

“Every priest is a vocations director,” he says. “We encourage 

vocations by inviting men to pray and consider what God is 

calling them to—and we believe that time spent at the seminary 

is never wasted. This formation will serve them well if they are 

ordained, but will also help them as husbands and fathers raising 

holy families.”

Vocations are also encouraged by example, such when Fr. Becker 

invited Fr. Kelly to live at the rectory for a summer—or when Fr. 

Nathan Hastings was invited to live with two Companions at Our 

Lady of Grace parish. (See story on page 3.)

“The Companions strive to lead holy lives and live out a 

priesthood that is joyful, moral, and authentic,” says Fr. Becker. 

“I have received more encouragement, acceptance, and inspiration 

from this group than any other in my life—if it weren’t for the 

Companions, I wouldn’t be a priest.”
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FR. JAKE ANDERSON
Pastor, St. Lawrence Catholic Church and Newman Center (University of 

Minnesota/Minneapolis)

FR. MICHAEL BARSNESS
Parochial Vicar, St. John the Baptist Catholic Church and School (Savage)

FR. MICHAEL BECKER
Rector, Saint John Vianney College Seminary (Saint Paul)

FR. DAVID BLUME
Director of Vocations, Saint Paul Seminary (Saint Paul); Treasurer, 

Companions of Christ

FR. KEVIN FINNEGAN
Pastor, Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church and School (Edina); 

Chaplain, St. John Paul II Catholic School (Minneapolis)

FR. NICK HAGEN*
Parochial Vicar, Nativity of Our Lord Catholic Church (Saint Paul);

Chaplain, Visitation School (Mendota Heights); Adjunct Spiritual Director, 

Saint John Vianney College Seminary (Saint Paul)

FR. NATHAN HASTINGS
Parochial Vicar, Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church and School (Edina); 

Chaplain, Chesterton Academy (Hopkins)

FR. PETER HUGHES
Pastor, St. Boniface (St. Bonifacius) and St. Mary of Czestochowa 

(Delano)

FR. JEFF HUARD
Director of Spiritual Formation, Saint Paul Seminary (Saint Paul)

FR. MICHAEL JOHNSON
Judicial Vicar, Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis (Saint Paul); 

ROLL CALL: CURRENT ASSIGNMENTS
Adjunct Professor of Canon Law, Saint 

Paul Seminary (Saint Paul); At-Large 

Member of the Moderators Council, 

Companions of Christ

FR. JONATHAN KELLY
Formator and Spiritual Director, Saint 

John Vianney College Seminary (Saint Paul)

FR. EVAN KOOP
Faculty, Saint Paul Seminary (Saint Paul); 

Sacramental Minister to the Hispanic 

Community, St. Henry Catholic Church 

(Monticello); Formation Director,

 Companions of Christ

FR. KYLE KOWALCZYK
Pastor, St. Maximilian Kolbe Catholic 

Parish and School (Delano)

FR. JOE KUHARSKI
Formator and Spiritual Director, Saint 

John Vianney College Seminary (Saint 

Paul); Sacramental Minister to the Hmong 

Community, St. Vincent de Paul Campus 

of the Cathedral of Saint Paul (Saint Paul)

FR. NATHAN LALIBERTE
Pastor, Nativity of Mary Catholic Church 

and School (Bloomington); Adjunct 

Spiritual Director, Saint John Vianney 

College Seminary (Saint Paul)

FR. BEN LITTLE
Pastor, St. John the Baptist Catholic 

Church and School (Savage)

FR. TOM MARGEVICIUS
Director of the Office of Worship, 

Archdiocese of Saint Paul and 

Minneapolis (Saint Paul); Associate Pastor 

of Latino Ministry, Church of the Risen 

Savior (Burnsville)

FR. LUKE MARQUARD
Pastor, Good Shepherd Catholic Church 

and School (Golden Valley)

FR. MARCUS MILLESS
Chaplain, Abbot Northwestern 

Hospital (Minneapolis)

FR. TOM NIEHAUS*
Pastor, Church of the Most Holy 

Redeemer and Most Holy Redeemer 

School (Montgomery), Church of 

St. Canice (Kilkenny), and Church of St. 
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Patrick (Shieldsville); Adjunct Spiritual Director, Saint 

John Vianney College Seminary (Saint Paul)

FR. MATTHEW NORTHENSCOLD
Full-time Priest in Study, Canon Law, Catholic University 

of America (Washington DC)

FR. TONY O’NEILL
Pastor, St. John Neumann Catholic Church (Eagan); 

Canonical Administrator of Faithful Shepherd Catholic 

School (Eagan)

FR. BRIAN PARK
Pastor, St. Michael Catholic Church and School, 

(St. Michael); At-Large Member of the Moderators 

Council, Companions of Christ

FR. MARC PAVEGLIO
Pastor, Saint Rose of Lima Catholic Church and 

School (Roseville)

FR. PETER RICHARDS
Pastor, Our Lady of the Lake Catholic Church and 

School (Mound)

FR. TIM SANDQUIST
Parochial Vicar, Church of St. Mary (Le Center), Church of 

St. Henry (St. Henry), Church of the Nativity (Cleveland), 

and Church of the Immaculate Conception of Marysburg 

(Madison Lake)

FR. JAMES STILES
Pastor, Church of St. Mary (Le Center), Church of 

St. Henry (St. Henry), Church of the Nativity (Cleveland), 

and Church of the Immaculate Conception of Marysburg 

(Madison Lake)

FR. CHAD VANHOOSE
Pastor, St. Jude of the Lake Catholic Church and School, 

(Mahtomedi); Adjunct Spiritual Director, Saint John 

Vianney College Seminary (Saint Paul); Assistant 

Moderator, Companions of Christ

FR. JON VANDER PLOEG
Assistant Director of Spiritual Formation, Saint Paul

Seminary (Saint Paul)

FR. PETER WILLIAMS
Pastor, St. Ambrose Catholic Community and School 

(Woodbury); Moderator, Companions of Christ

FR. JOSEPH ZABINSKI
Parochial Administrator, St. Albert Catholic Church 

(Albertville); Associate Pastor, St. Michael Catholic 

Church and School (St. Michael)

HOW GOOD AND HOW PLEASANT IT IS WHEN BROTHERS DWELL IN UNITY (PSALM 133:1)

The Companions of Christ is a fraternity of diocesan priests and seminarians in the Archdiocese of Saint Paul and 

Minneapolis established as a public association in 1992. In their life and ministry as priests, the Companions have 

three emphases:  

• Commitment to a common life of prayer and fraternity in households

• Observance of the evangelical counsels (poverty, chastity, obedience) in the context of ordained diocesan ministry

• Dedication to the new evangelization, including catechesis, spiritual renewal, and the fostering of vocations

Together with their fellow diocesan clergy, members of the Companions of Christ make a promise of obedience 

to the diocesan bishop and are assigned by him in the typical manner to serve in parishes or other diocesan 

institutions. The diocesan bishop, in turn and as far as possible, assigns members of the Companions of Christ to 

locations which permit them to live as fraternities of at least three members in rectories or other households.

In this new millennium the Companions of Christ join themselves to the mission of the local and universal 

Church. As Pope St. John Paul II wrote in his apostolic exhortation Pastores Dabo Vobis, “The new evangelization 

needs new evangelizers, and these are the priests who are serious about living their priesthood as a specific path 

toward holiness.”

* Denotes priest candidate in formation for membership 

in the Companions of Christ
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COMPANIONS OF CHRIST

PO Box 16239

SAINT PAUL, MN 55104

THE COMPANION Newsletter is a publication of the Companions of 

Christ, written and designed at Archangel Stomp, LLC..

© Companions of Christ, 2021.

BROTHERS UNITED
Want to receive regular newsletters and communication from the Companions? 
Please email companionscentral@gmail.com to be added to our distribution 
list. If you would like to support us financially, visit companionsofchrist.org 
and click Donate. God bless you!
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