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In This Issue ...
• Celebrating 25 Years
• History of Companions of
Christ
• The Lord Gave Me Brothers

The Companions of
Christ:
• Consist of diocesan priests
and seminarians living in
community;
• Were established as a Public
Association of the Faithful by
Archbishop John Roach in 1992;

Assignments
Moderator
Fr. Tony O’Neill, Pastor at Our Lady of the Lake in Mound
Members
Fr. Jake Anderson, Associate Pastor of Church of St. Michael and
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Fr. Michael Becker, Rector at St. John Vianney Seminary,
University of St. Thomas, St. Paul
Fr. David Blume, Director of Vocations at the Archdiocese of Saint
Paul and Minneapolis
Bishop Andrew Cozzens, Auxiliary Bishop of St. Paul & Mpls.
Fr. Kevin Finnegan, Pastor at Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church
and School-Edina; and Chaplain of St. John Paul II Prep Catholic
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Fr. Jeff Huard, Director of Spiritual Formation at The Saint Paul
Seminary
Fr. Michael Johnson, Judicial Vicar Archdiocese of Saint Paul and
Minneapolis, Chancery
Fr. Jonathan Kelly, Spiritual Director and Formator at St. John
Vianney Seminary, St. Paul
Fr. Evan Koop, Priest in Study at The Saint Paul Seminary
Fr. Kyle Kowalczyk, Parochial Vicar at The Church of the
Epiphany in Coon Rapids
Fr. Nathan LaLiberte, Pastor at St. Maximillian Kolbe in Delano
Fr. Ben, Little Pastor at Church of St. Michael in Farmington
Fr. Tom Margevicius, Professor of Homiletics and Liturgy at The
Saint Paul Seminary
Fr. Luke Marquard, Pastor at Good Shepherd in Golden Valley

Fr. Marcus Milless, Chaplain at HCMC in Minneapolis
Fr. Brian Park, Pastor at Annunciation Catholic Church in
Minneapolis
Fr. Marc Paveglio, Parochial Vicar at Pax Christi Catholic
Community in Eden Prairie and Assistant Spiritual Director at
Saint John Vianney Seminary
Fr. Peter Richards, Pastor at St. Michael in St. Michael and St.
Albert in Albertville
Fr. Jon VanderPloeg, Pastor at St. Lawrence Catholic Church and
Director of Newman Center for the University of Minnesota in
Minneapolis
Fr. Chad VanHoose, Parochial Vicar at All Saints in Lakeville
Fr. Peter Williams, Minister to Clergy and Formation Staff at St.
John Vianney Seminary, St. Paul
Priest Candidates
Fr. Michael Barsness, Parochial Vicar at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton in
Hastings
Fr. Michael Daly, Parochial Vicar at St. Stephen in Minneapolis
Fr. Peter Hughes, Parochial Vicar at the Church of St. Joseph, West
St. Paul
Fr. Joe Kuharski, Parochial Vicar at St. Stephen’s in Anoka
Fr. Matthew Northenscold, Parochial Vicar at Divine Mercy in
Faribault
Fr. Tim Sandquist, Parochial Vicar at St. John the Baptist in Savage
Fr. James Stiles, Parochial Vicar, Catholic Community of St. Odilia
Fr. Joe Zabinski, Parochial Vicar at St. Michael in Pine Island, St.
Paul in Zumbrota, and Holy Trinity in Goodhue

• Embrace obedience, chastity,
and poverty according to their
Rule and Statutes;
• Invite Catholic men who are
interested in the priesthood to
learn more about us;
• May be found on the Internet at
www.companionsofchrist.org;
• Is a tax deductible non-profit
organization and accepts
contributions.

Dear Friends and Family,
“Behold how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell
in unity.” (Psalm 133:1)
We are delighted to share this newsletter with you in this
year when we celebrate the twenty-fifth anniversary of the
establishment of the Companions of Christ. God has truly
blessed us and we have known his goodness.
We are currently twenty-eight priests serving in a variety
of ministries within the Archdiocese as well as a number of seminarians
investigating our life. Please see our updated website for information. (www.
companionsofchrist.org)
In this same year, the Companions of Christ in Denver, Colorado are
celebrating their tenth anniversary. In order to mark these milestones, the
priests of both groups will be travelling to Assisi and Rome in November for a
time of prayer, study, and fraternity. We are all very much looking forward to
this time together.
The first paragraph of the “Our Charism” section of our Rule says: “God the
Father of Our Lord Jesus Christ has given us, the Companions of Christ, the
charism of being diocesan priests living in fraternity. The precious gift of our
fraternal way of life, centered on our mutual intimacy with the Lord, in turn
strengthens us for the priestly mission he has entrusted to us.” We are so
grateful for the precious gift that God has given us and we thank all of you for
the many years of prayer and support that you have given us.
May God continue to bless us as we launch into the next season of our life.
God bless,
Fr. Tony O’Neill
Moderator of the Companions of Christ

To unsubscribe from this
newsletter, please contact us at:
• Companions of Christ,
PO Box 16239,
Saint Paul, MN 55116,
or by e-mail at:
• contact@companionsofchrist.org.

The Companions of Christ – Early Years
by Fr. Kevin Finnegan

Twenty-five years ago, Archbishop Roach issued a decree establishing the Companions of Christ as a Public
Association of the Faithful within the Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis. As we celebrate this
humble milestone and humbly beg God that we may faithfully serve the church, it gives me pause to reflect
upon the seven years prior to our formal establishment. You might call it our “pre-history.”
Going back to 1985, myself and four others committed to live together for one year while striving to live celibacy as we went
about our regular lives. A few of us did evangelistic ministry and a couple of us pounded nails as carpenters.
Those early years we filled with prayer, yard work, cooking and shared meals, service to others, materially simplifying our lives
and study while learning to live as brothers. And more prayer. We participated in the evangelistic endeavors of the Community
of Christ Redeemer, NET Ministries and Saint Paul’s Outreach. These movements of the Holy Spirit continue to grace our lives
and priestly ministry.
Early on, the five of us, and over the years some dozen
others who came and went – mostly went – began to
discern and pray about our future as a community within
the Church.
Our name evolved during numerous silent retreats at
New Melleray Trappist Monastery outside of Dubuque.
Originally we were simply called the Brotherhood – for
short the bro! We wanted a cool name; however, over
time and forged in much prayer, we came to realize that
our relationship with Jesus Christ is and always must be
primary.
Jesus in Mark 3:14 “appointed twelve; they were to be his
companions and to be sent out to proclaim the message”
(JB) - Communion with Christ and then engage in the Mission. So although our name isn’t the most exciting, it deeply
expresses the core of our identity: brothers breaking bread together serving the mission of Christ: The Companions of Christ.
In 1991, our good friend and now Archbishop of St.
Louis, Robert Carlson, approached us asking that we
discern studying for the priesthood. In May, given
only a week’s time, I wrote our first set of statutes to
be submitted for approval. Given provisional approval
in July, the Companions of Christ received formal
recognition on October 19, 1992, the Feast of the North
American Martyrs.

The Lord Gave Me Brothers

by Fr. Chad VanHoose (2017 ASPM Ordination Class)
Member of The Companions of Christ
Parochial Vicar at All Saints Catholic Church (Lakeville, MN)
Quoting St. Francis of Assisi, the Rule of the Companions of Christ explains the divine gift of
fraternal communion with the following words: “In his personal love for each of us, [Jesus] has
also chosen brothers for us. Every Companion of Christ gratefully acknowledges, ‘The Lord gave me brothers.’”
(The Rule of the Companions of Christ, 7). When St. Francis heard the call of discipleship from Jesus, he was
given a singular grace to abandon everything and follow Christ unreservedly. This radical response to the Lord’s
love came at a steep price, leaving family, earthly possessions, and all the comforts that he had ever known. But
the payoff promised by Jesus proved to be abundant in the life of this missionary disciple who would rebuild the
Lord’s Church in a time of great crisis. For Francis and his companions, our Lord’s words to Peter and the twelve
would be fulfilled: “Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or
father or children or lands, for my sake and for the gospel, who will not receive a hundredfold now in this time,
houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands, with persecutions, and in the age to come
eternal life.” (Mk 10:29-30)
In four short months of being conformed to Jesus Christ in the priesthood, I have begun to experience the
depths of what it means to belong to others. When I see the eyes of boys and girls light up as I walk into the
school lunch room, I know that I belong to them; and when I pour myself out in preaching, giving counsel, and
laboring for the sake of love, I know that they belong to me too. The Lord has blessed me with a BIG family
of many spiritual sons and daughters, and I have already had several “proud papa” moments. But the blessing
of belonging extends to my brotherhood in the Companions of Christ as well. Living with Fr. Ben Little, a
brother Companion, has helped me to practice the ideals of the Companions in my daily life as a priest. He and I
regularly experience the blessing of other brother priests as we participate in Lord’s Day celebrations on Saturday
evenings and share life in the broader Companions’ fraternity. These fraternal relationships add to the sweetness of
priestly life and reflect the reality expressed in Psalm 133:1, “Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers
dwell in unity!”
The Lord gave Francis brothers and
a host of other blessings when he
abandoned everything for the sake
of his call. I, too, have received a
hundredfold in laying down my
life in the priesthood. With Mary,
the original Companion of Christ,
I sing the praises of the Almighty
for He “has done good things for
me, and Holy is His Name” (Lk
1:49).
Fr. Chad VanHoose (2017 ASPM
Ordination Class)

